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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Babula etal. (US 6,353,445 B1). 

(A) Referring to claim 1 , Babula discloses an information collection and provision 
system, comprising (abstract of Babula): 

a first data table which stores medical apparatus information which indicates an 
operation state of a medical apparatus, acquired via a network (Fig. 1, col. 6, lines 56- 
67, and col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 8 of Babula); 

user identifying unit which authenticates user identification information (ID) 
acquired from a remote terminal apparatus (col. 15, line 67 - col. 16, line 17 of Babula); 

a second data table which stores report delivery condition information which is 
acquired from the terminal apparatus, in association with the user identification 
information (ID) (col. 10, lines 44-59 and col. 16, lines 18-56 of Babula); 
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a report delivery judging unit which judges whether or not it is a time for 
delivering a report on the basis of the first data table and the report delivery condition 
information (col. 19, lines 8-66 of Babula); 

a report preparing unit which prepares a report on the basis of a result of 
judgment by the report delivery judging unit (col. 20, lines 30-45 of Babula); and 

an output unit which outputs a result of preparation of a report by the report 
preparing unit via a network (col. 20, lines 46-59 of Babula). 

(B) Referring to claim 2, Babula discloses wherein the report shows information on the 
number of examinations (col. 1 9, lines 1 9-27 of Babula). Insofar as the claim recites "at 
least one of," it is immaterial whether or not the other elements are also disclosed. 

(C) Referring to claim 3, Babula discloses wherein the report preparing unit includes a 
periodical report delivery judging unit: said periodical report delivery judging unit which 
decides to distribute a report in every predetermined period (col. 19, lines 60-66 and col. 
14, line 60 - col. 15, line 4 of Babula). Insofar as the claim recites "at least one of," it is 
immaterial whether or not the other elements are also disclosed. 

(D) Referring to claim 5, Babula discloses an information collection and provision 
system, comprising (abstract of Babula): 

a first data table which stores medical apparatus information which indicates an 
operation state of a medical apparatus, acquired via a network (Fig. 1, col. 6, lines 56- 
67, and col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 8 of Babula); 

a user identifying unit which authenticates user identification information (ID) 
acquired from a remote terminal apparatus (col. 15, line 67 - col. 16, line 17 of Babula); 
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a second data table which stores report output format information which is 
acquired from the terminal apparatus, in association with the user identification 
information (ID) (col. 20, lines 30-45, col. 10, lines 44-59, and col. 16, lines 18-56 of 
Babula); 

a report preparing unit which prepares a report for users using the medical 
apparatus information on the basis of the report output format information (col. 20, lines 
30-45 of Babula); and 

an output unit which outputs a result of preparation of a report by the report 
preparing unit via a network (col. 20, lines 46-59 of Babula). 
(E) Referring to claim 6, Babula discloses an information collection and provision 
system, comprising (abstract of Babula): 

a first data table which stores medical apparatus information which indicates an 
operation state of a medical apparatus, acquired via a network (Fig. 1, col. 6, lines 56- 
67, and col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 8 of Babula); 

a user identifying unit which authenticates user identification information (ID) 
acquired from a remote terminal apparatus (col. 15, line 67 - col. 16, line 17 of Babula); 

a second data table which stores report delivery time information which is 
acquired from the terminal apparatus, in association with the user identification 
information (ID) (col. 12, lines 5-41, col. 10, lines 44-59, and col. 16, lines 18-56 of 
Babula); 
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a report delivery judging unit which judges whether or not it is a time for 
delivering a report on the basis of the first data table and the medical apparatus 
information (col. 19, lines 8-66 of Babula); 

a report preparing unit which prepares a report on the basis of the result of 
judgment by the report delivery judging unit (col. 20, lines 30-45 of Babula); and 

an output unit which outputs a result of preparation of a report by the report 
preparing unit via a network (col. 20, lines 46-59 of Babula). 
(F) Referring to claim 7, Babula discloses an information collection and provision 
method, comprising (abstract of Babula): 

a first storage step of storing medical apparatus information which indicates an 
operation state of a medical apparatus, acquired via a network in a data table (Fig. 1, 
col. 6, lines 56-67, and col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 8 of Babula); 

a user identification step of authenticating user identification information (ID) 
acquired from a remote terminal apparatus (col. 15, line 67 - col. 16, line 17 of Babula); 

a second storage step of storing report delivery condition information acquired 
from the terminal apparatus in association with the user identification information (ID) in 
a data table (col. 10, lines 44-59 and col. 16, lines 18-56 of Babula); 

a report delivery judgment step of judging whether or not it is a time for delivering 
a report on the basis of the data table in which the medical apparatus information is 
stored in the first storage step, and the report delivery condition information (col. 19, 
lines 8-66 of Babula); 
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a report preparation step of preparing a report on the basis of the result of 
judgment by the report delivery judgment step (col. 20, lines 30-45 of Babula); and 

an output step of outputting a result of preparation of a report by the report 
preparation step via a network (col. 20, lines 46-59 of Babula). 

(G) Referring to claim 8, Babula discloses an information collection and provision 
method, comprising (abstract of Babula): 

a first storage step of storing medical apparatus information which indicates an 
operation state of a medical apparatus, acquired via a network in a data table (Fig. 1, 
col. 6, lines 56-67, and col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 8 of Babula); 

a user identification step of authenticating user identification information (ID) 
acquired from a remote terminal apparatus (col. 15, line 67 - col. 16, line 17 of Babula); 

a second storage step of storing report output format information which is 
acquired from the terminal apparatus, in association with the user identification 
information (ID) in a data table (col. 20, lines 30-45, col. 10, lines 44-59, and col. 16, 
lines 18-56 of Babula); 

a report preparation step of preparing a report for users using the medical 
apparatus information on the basis of the report output format information (col. 20, lines 
30-45 of Babula); and 

an output step of outputting a result of preparation of a report by the report 
preparation step via a network (col. 20, lines 46-59 of Babula). 

(H) Referring to claim 9, Babula discloses an information collection and provision 
method, comprising (abstract of Babula): 
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a first storage step of storing medical apparatus information which indicates an 
operation state of a medical apparatus, acquired via a network in a data table (Fig. 1, 
col. 6, lines 56-67, and col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 8 of Babula); 

a user identification step of authenticating user identification information (ID) 
acquired from a remote terminal apparatus (col. 15, line 67 - col. 16, line 17 of Babula); 

a second storage step of storing report delivery time information which is 
acquired from the terminal apparatus, in association with the user identification 
information (ID) in a data table (col. 12, lines 5-41, col. 10, lines 44-59, and col. 16, lines 
18-56 of Babula); 

a report delivery judgment step of judging whether or not it is a time for delivering 
a report on the basis of the data table in which the medical apparatus information is 
stored in the first storage step, and the medical apparatus information (col. 19, lines 8- 
66 of Babula); 

a report preparation step of preparing a report on the basis of the result of 
judgment by the report delivery judgment step (col. 20, lines 30-45 of Babula); and 

an output step of outputting the result of preparation of a report by the report 
preparation step via a network (col. 20, lines 46-59 of Babula). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Babula et 
al. (US 6,353,445 B1 ) in view of Campbell et al. (US 2004/01 23244 A1 ). 
(A) Referring to claim 4, Babula does not expressly disclose wherein the report 
preparing unit includes: a template selection module which selects a desired template 
out of plural templates defining contents, an arrangement, and a format of a report 
stored in the second data table; a template setting module which changes the selected 
template to a template for desired contents, arrangement, and format and prepares a 
new template; and a format setting module which changes a font size, a font color, a 
graph color, and a background color of the template to desired ones. 

Campbell discloses a template selection module which selects a desired 
template out of plural templates defining contents, an arrangement, and a format of a 
report stored in the second data table (abstract of Campbell); a template setting module 
which changes the selected template to a template for desired contents, arrangement, 
and format and prepares a new template (para. 37 and para. 38 of Campbell); and a 
format setting module which changes a font size, a font color, a graph color, and a 
background color of the template to desired ones (para. 43, para. 50, para. 34, and 
para. 4 of Campbell). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine the aforementioned features of Campbell within Babula. The 
motivation for doing so would have been for the user to choose how to share and 
present information quickly and easily (para. 5 and para. 8 of Campbell). 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art teaches an imaging system 
protocol handling method and apparatus (US 2001/0018659 A1). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LENA NAJARIAN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7072. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:30 am - 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, C. Luke Gilligan can be reached on (571) 272-6770. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/L N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3626 
In 

6/18/08 



/Robert Morgan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



